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1 Note on the political geography of Tibet: Tibet was traditionally comprised of three main areas: Amdo (north-
eastern Tibet), Kham (eastern Tibet) and U-Tsang (central and western Tibet). The Tibet Autonomous Region 
(TAR) was set up by the Chinese government in 1965 and covers the area of Tibet west of the Dri-chu (Yangtse 
river), including part of Kham. The rest of Amdo and Kham have been incorporated into Chinese provinces, 
where they were designated Tibetan autonomous prefectures and counties. As a result most of Qinghai and 
parts of Gansu, Sichuan and Yunnan provinces are acknowledged by the Chinese government to be “Tibetan.” 
The International Campaign for Tibet uses the term “Tibet” to refer to all Tibetan areas currently under the 
jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China. 
2 Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, General recommendation No. 35, CERD/C/GC/35. 
3 See International Campaign for Tibet, 2001, “Jampa: The Story of Racism in Tibet”, p. 58f.  
4 State Council Information Office, July 11, 2011, “Sixty Years Since Peaceful Liberation of Tibet“.  
5 State Council Information Office, April 15, 2015, “Tibet’s Path of Development is Driven by an Irresistible 
Historical Tide”.  
6 State Council Information Office, July 11, 2011, “Sixty Years Since Peaceful Liberation of Tibet”. 
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7 New York Times, April 18, 2008, “Sympathy on the Streets, but Not for the Tibetans”; New York Times, March 
31, 2008, “Chinese Nationalism Fuels Tibet Crackdown”. 
8 Notably, in March 2018, speaking during a panel session at the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC), Guowa Jiamaoji, who was born in a Tibetan area of Qinghai province, said the 
discrimination shown by the authorities against people from her ethnic group was “detrimental to national 
unity”, citing racially charged incidents when she was refused accommodation in Chinese hotels because of her 
ethnic origin. South China Morning Post, March 6, 2018, “Stop treating all Tibetans like separatists, army 
soprano tells political meeting”. 
9 International Campaign for Tibet, January 16, 2009, “China to mark takeover of Tibet after March Uprising 
with celebratory holiday”. 
10 BBC, 28 March, 2009, “Holiday marks Tibet’s ‘liberation’”. 
11 CCTV, 29 March, 2014, “Lhasa celebrates third annual Serfs Emancipation Day“. Official state media routinely 
publish propagandistic reports around the ‘Serfs Emancipation Day’, peaking in 2009 with “Ending serfdom in 
Tibet, a giant step in human rights progress that deserves commemoration” (NPC, March 27, 2009), “Former 
female serfs recollect tragic past” (Xinhua, March 27, 2009), or “A religious ceremony for the Dalai Lama used 
human blood, skulls and skin” (People’s Daily, March 13, 2009). While such articles are aimed at the 
international audience, efforts are made to indoctrinate the Tibetan population by various means, e.g. through 
mass manifestations or theatrical plays or movies, on occasion of “Serfs Emancipation Day”. 
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12 International Campaign for Tibet, 2001, „Jampa: The Story of Racism in Tibet”, p. 62. 
13 See e.g. Tsering Woeser, in: High Peaks Pure Earth, April 12, 2011, “Replaying the film ‘Serf’ Won’t Brainwash 
Anyone!”  
14 This report, for obvious reasons, disregards the situation of other „minority nationalities“ under the 
jurisdiction of the People’s Republic of China, such as of the Uyghurs or Mongols, who may have been subject 
of similar discriminatory policies. Referenced instead in this report is the situation of the “majority” Han-
Chinese nationality. 
15 International Campaign for Tibet, March 10, 2014, „Has life here always been like this?“ 
16 Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination General Recommendation 14, U.N. Doc. A/48/18 at 
114. 
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17 International Campaign for Tibet, February 16, 2016, “Tightening of an invisible net: new security measures 
in eastern Tibet heighten surveillance, control”. 
18 Human Rights Watch, January 18, 2016, “China: No End to Tibet Surveillance Program”. 
19 International Campaign for Tibet, February 16, 2016, “Tightening of an invisible net: new security measures 
in eastern Tibet heighten surveillance, control.” 



 

 

 

 

                                                           
20 ChinaFile, November 9, 2013, “Document 9: A ChinaFile Translation”. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
21 Human Rights Watch, 2013: “They say we should be grateful: Mass rehousing and relocation programs in 
Tibetan areas of China”. 
22 Ibid. 
23 See, for legal background, FAO, October 14, 2016, “Free Prior and Informed Consent – An Indigenous 
Peoples’ right and a good practice for local communities”. 
24 International Campaign for Tibet, July 6, 2017, “Controversial China bid for heritage status in Tibet 
contravenes UNESCO values”. 
25 International Campaign for Tibet, December 11, 2017, “Ban on access to nature reserves in Tibet raises 
concern about Tibetan nomads at UNESCO site”. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
26 Human Rights Watch, 2013: “They say we should be grateful: Mass rehousing and relocation programs in 
Tibetan areas of China”. 
27 China Daily, July 6, 2012, ”Over 1 million Tibetan nomads choose settlement”. 
28 Ibid. 
29 China Daily states over 270,000 nomadic herders have been settled between 2009-2012. See China Daily, July 
6, 2012, “Over 1 million Tibetan nomads choose settlement”, http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2012-
07/06/content_15555645.htm; and http://www.gov.cn/jrzg/2009-12/05/content_1481036.htm. 
30 Human Rights Watch, 2013, “They say we should be grateful”. 
31 VOA, January 24, 2014, “China Completes Controversial Nomad Relocation in Tibet”.  
32 China Daily, August 7, 2015, “Families moving into the modern era”. 
33 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food, Olivier De Schutter: Mission to China (Addendum), 
Human Rights Council: Nineteenth session Agenda item 3 Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil, 
political, economic, social and cultural rights, including the right to development, General Assembly, January 
20, 2012, A/HRC/19/59/Add.1. 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2012-07/06/content_15555645.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2012-07/06/content_15555645.htm
http://www.gov.cn/jrzg/2009-12/05/content_1481036.htm
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34 See for further information on Tibetan self-immolations International Campaign for Tibet, „Self-Immolations 
Fact Sheet“,https://www.savetibet.org/resources/fact-sheets/self-immolations-by-tibetans/. 
35 Official Huangnan government website, May 28, 2018, “提高政治站位强化使命担当”, 
http://hnb.hnz.gov.cn/content/2018-05/28/004091.html. 
36 China News, May 16, 2012, “中国电子普通护照正式签发启用 采用新型防伪技术.” 



 

 

 

                                                           
37 International Campaign for Tibet, July 12, 2015, “‘A policy alienating Tibetans’: New ICT report on systematic 
denial of passports to Tibetans”. 
38 See Human Rights Watch, July 13, 2015, “One Passport, Two Systems - China’s Restrictions on Foreign Travel 
by Tibetans and Others”. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
39 International Campaign for Tibet, October 25, 2016, “Suffocating religious freedom in Tibet: China’s draft 
regulations on religious affairs”. 
40 International Campaign for Tibet, April 8, 2015, “Tibet’s Party boss calls for all monasteries to fly the red 
flag”. 
41 International Campaign for Tibet, November 20, 2014, “Harsh new ‘rectification’ drive in Driru: nuns expelled 
and warning of destruction of monasteries and ‘mani walls’”. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
42 International Campaign for Tibet, February 11, 2016, “Dalai Lama compared to Iraqi dictator by Chinese state 
media as order issued for seizure of pictures”. 
43 International Campaign for Tibet, June 20, 2014: “Escalation of surveillance over monks as authorities 
announce opening of police stations in Tibetan monasteries”. 
44 International Campaign for Tibet, April 14, 2015: “Praying and lighting butter-lamps for Dalai Lama ‘illegal’: 
new regulations in Rebkong”. 
45 International Campaign for Tibet, February 26, 2015, “Torture and Impunity – 29 Cases of Tibetan Political 
Prisoners”. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
46 UN Committee against torture, “Concluding observations on the fifth periodic report of China”, at 
https://www.savetibet.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/CAT_C_CHN_CO_5_22477_E.pdf. 
47 International Campaign for Tibet, February 26, 2015, “Torture and Impunity – 29 Cases of Tibetan Political 
Prisoners”. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
48 International Campaign for Tibet, July 31, 2014, „Acts of Significant Evil – the Criminalization of Tibetan Self-
Immolations“. 
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49 International Campaign for Tibet, June 24, 2010, “Fears for three environmentalist brothers as ‘gaunt’ Karma 
Samdrup on trial after torture”. 
50 Report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education, Kishore Singh, A/HRC/17/29/Add.1. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
51 International Campaign for Tibet, October 22, 2010, “Protests by students against downgrading of Tibetan 
language spread to Beijing”. 
52 See Katia Buffetrille and Françoise Robin, June 20, 2018, “Tashi Wangchuk and the state of Tibetan language 
in China”, in: “Asia Dialogue”. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
53 International Campaign for Tibet, May 22, 2018, “Tibetan language rights advocate Tashi Wangchuk 
sentenced to five years in prison”. 
54 International Campaign for Tibet, February 12, 2018, „ Tibetans in Tibet and in exile appeal to Chinese courts 
over use of Tibetan language, express support for Tashi Wangchuk”. 
55 Xinhua, May 23, 2018, „Tibetan language under better protection in China.” 


