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Mr. President,

We thank the Special Rapporteur for his report on The employment guarantee as a tool in the fight
against Poverty.1

According to Chinese State media, by the end of 2019, 628,000 people inside the Tibet Autono-
mous Region were “lifted” out of poverty.” This included 266,000 farmers and herders who were
expelled from their ancestral homelands and through force or coercion transferred into consoli-
dated, urban dwellings.

The Chinese government claims this policy is a successful example of the Party’s benevolent rule.
This is counterfactual. Based on Chinese government media sources explicitly addressing nomadic
populations, at least 1.8 million nomads have been displaced.? The uprooted families are then
forced to accept low-paid, low-skilled work. Targeted Tibetans are rarely provided the ability to
refuse dislocation nor do they receive proper compensation.

In sum, China’s purported strategy to meet development goals in Tibet have not been designed in
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a way that is culturally adequate, inclusive, or provides Tibetans any role in the decision-making
process.

We urge the Special Rapporteur and Member States to demand China include local input in devel-
opment and poverty reduction decisions as it is essential that Tibetans have the space and free-

dom to draw on their culture, needs, and expertise to define their vision for the future.

Thank you.



